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15 September 2020 

Dear Parents,  

 

After what has seemed like a life time we are all very excited to be back at school. The 

children have been amazing and have settled back into school life so quickly. This has not 

been an easy time for any of us and we each have our own story to tell, our own 

experiences to remember and no one will ever fully know or understand what we have 

each been through but at least our return to school has brought some sense of normality 

for us all. It has been great to see children enjoying their PE, Music, Art and other 

curriculum sessions, keeping them active, positive and enjoying learning is so important, 

and we are taking every opportunity to enjoy the weather which, as we all know can quickly 

change at this time of the year. 

 

Online Safety – Settings Keep Us Safe 

Technology is a huge part of many people’s lives, even youngsters. You can help to keep 

your child safe by checking that devices and apps are appropriate for their age range by 

restricting inappropriate such as webpages, videos and restricting what information can 

be seen by others.  

 

There are lots of free tools that you can use to protect your child’s security and privacy. 
Start with your child’s internet browsers (Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge, Safari, 

Internet Explorer). There are security and privacy settings that you can use. Google has 

also created a safe search tool. Ask your children to use this search engine every time 

they do a search for their homework, or just looking for things on the internet. It will 

filter out a lot of inappropriate content and give them results that are going to be more 

age appropriate.  

 

There are also some tools out there that you can put on your phones, tablets and home 

computers which will monitor what they are doing. A lot of people don’t realise YouTube 

has parental controls built in – you just need to use them. You can also use YouTube Kids 

to help restrict content.  
 

Stay safe! Mr. Knight.   
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Arrival and Collection times 

Now that nearly two weeks have passed, our arrangements for drop off and collection 

are working well.  

 

Please remember, you should only enter the school grounds at 8:50am (Years 1-6) and 

9:00am (Reception) unless you are going to Breakfast Club. Likewise, at the end of the 

school day, please do not enter the school grounds until the collection time for your 

oldest child. This will help us maintain social distancing and stagger the drop off and pick 

ups.  

 

Whilst walking on the pavements or paths, please do your best to keep a 2 metre distance 

from other families.  

 

Road Closure 

I am sure you will be aware by now, we have been working in partnership with Lancashire’s 
Road Safety team to close Victoria Road between 8:45am – 9:15am and 3:00pm – 3:45pm. 

The main principle behind doing this is two improve the safety of our children on their 

way to school.  

 

With this in mind, during the times above, you will not be able to drive down Victoria 

Road.  

 

As ever, we are asking you to use the Church car park to drop off and collect your child.  

 

Homework - Seesaw 

All of your child’s homework will be sent to you on Seesaw. Following national guidelines, 

we have to manage anything brought in from home very carefully, homework included. We 

have to quarantine any paper for 48 hours and plastics for 72 hours. We are managing to 

continue to use reading books and diaries by asking the children to touch/manage their 

own as much as possible and staff are following careful procedures if they need to touch 

the books. It is safer for all concerned for homework to be set on Seesaw.  

 

You now have access to two different apps – Seesaw Class and Seesaw Family.  

 

The Seesaw Family app should be used by adults only. This gives you the opportunity to 

like and comment on your child’s work and then this will be highlighted by your name. 
When registering, please use your name and not that of your child.  

 

The Seesaw Class app should only be used by children. Unfortunately, only one account 

can be used on the app at once. Therefore, if you have more than one child, please ensure 
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they log out after each use. The QR codes you have received will make logging in much 

easier.  

 

School App 

As communication between school and home becomes more and more important, it is now 

imperative that your school app is working. If you are having any problems, please email 

Mr. Wylde (bobwylde@willows.lancs.sch.uk) who will be more than happy to support you.  

 

PE Kits 

There has been some confusion around PE kits since returning to school. Your child’s PE 
kit should consist of: 

 School polo top 

 School shorts 

 Pumps 

 Track suit bottoms 

 Jumper 

 Trainers (optional) 

 

All of the above items must stay in school until the end of the half term. Please note, 

from Tuesday 15th September, items from the children’s PE kit will not be sent home. 
This is to prevent us from having to quarantine items which come into school from home 

and vice versa.  

 

Should I keep my child off school? 

Understandably, we have had a number of calls from parents unsure as to whether they 

should keep their child off school when they have had a minor cold etc. Hopefully the 

simple flow chart at the end of this document will help answer your questions.  

 

What will happen if there is a positive test identified in our school community? 

Once we have received notification of a positive test in our immediate community you will 

receive a letter from school to explain what happens next (via the school app). Only the 

children and staff who have had direct prolonged contact with the confirmed case will 

be asked to self-isolate. All other children (including siblings of the children self-

isolating) will be asked to continue to attend school. Please do not worry as we are here 

to help support you through these ever changing times.  

 

Finally 

This time of year is always very special as we welcome our new families into school. I 

know you will all make them feel welcome and loved in our Willows Family. Miss Ashworth, 

Miss Forshaw and Miss Duffy have thoroughly enjoyed meeting our Reception parents 
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and would like to say thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts and knowledge 

of the children. We are also delighted to welcome Poppy to Year 6, Mason to Year 5, 

Lilly-May to Year 3 and Henry and Lily to Year 2.  

 

We are sad to be saying goodbye to Miss Flower who has decided to take early retirement 

and Mrs Jennings who has left to spend more time with her family. We thank them both 

for all their years of service and hard work. We welcome Mrs Heaney and Mrs Sevens to 

our staff and know that they will enjoy working with our wonderful children.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs. S. A. Barnett 

Headteacher 

 

Please don’t forget to register with ‘Easyfundraising’.  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thewillowsschoolptfa  

 

If you are not registered on the school app, please email Mr. Wylde for a log in.  

(bobwylde@willows.lancs.sch.uk)  

 

 

Term Dates 

Due the various COVID-19 restrictions, there are very few events taking place at the 

moment.  

 

Thursday 22nd October 

School Closes at 3:30pm 

 

Friday 23rd October 

INSET Day 

 

Wednesday 4th November 

INSET Day 

 

Thursday 5th November 

School Opens at 8:50am 

 

Friday 18th December 

School Closes at 2:00pm (Please note, there is no After School Club on this day). 

  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thewillowsschoolptfa
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