
Changes within living memory - Key Learning 

We will learn about the past and present using our own timeline. We will place a few objects and 

events in order. We will use simple stories and other sources to show that we know important events 

in our own lives. We will be able to answer simple questions about the past. 

 

Key Questions Key Vocabulary 

How many years have I lived for? Before – at an earlier time in the past 

How have I changed over time? After – later in time than, or behind in order 

What significant events have I experienced in my 
lifetime? 

Now – at this time, currently 

Who are the members of my family? Then – soon after, next 

What are birthdays and how do we celebrate 
them nowadays? 

Past – having happened or gone by at an earlier time 

How did people celebrate birthdays in the past? Chronology – the order of events in time 

Who are the members of our Royal family? Century – equal to one hundred years 
 

 

What will we be learning about in this topic? 

 

▪ Collect home photographs from when I was a baby and now. Identify similarities and differences 
between the two.  

▪ Show four or five pictures from their own timeline and place them in order.  
▪ Read the book 'Once There Were Giants' by Martin Waddell, focus on how the character in the 

book changes at each stage in their life. 
▪ Create a time line showing the last six years and add pictures and captions in the appropriate 

place. What can I remember about the events? How old was I when it happened? 
▪ Discuss what a birthday represents. It is a celebration of the day on which I was born. 
▪ Work with my friends to make a poster about birthdays, e.g. parties, cake, cards, candles, 

presents.  
▪ Read 'and discuss Kipper's Birthday' by Mick Inkpen, 'Topsy and Tim Have a Birthday Party' by 

Jean Adamson, 'Charlie and Lola: This is Actually My Party' by Lauren Child or 'Harry and the 
Dinosaurs have a Happy Birthday' by Ian Whybrow.  

 
 

 

What will be in your Time line from 2015 – 2021? 


